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-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . El This communication is responsive to Request For Continued Examination filed on 30 July 2004 . 

2. The allowed claim(s) is/are 16-22 and 36 . 

3. I3 The drawings filed on 28 March 2001 are accepted by the Examiner. : : "- '-' ! CiVV!: -'^ - ° - 

4. £3 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) El All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1 . S Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted betow. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. An z::~FTi\\\3r S am: 

THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

5. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENTS-NOTICE QF^ 
INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

,— , ' "* - dv St ur k "i :o*iz. i censure 

6; □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-94^| attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper NoVMail Date ' . 

• (b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of, lf l. or ;- 0 t ; r , r , ; v, r 
Paper NoVMail Date . ............ ..... 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) should be written on the drawings in ,the r frqnt (not U*e back) .qf . , 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). v/r n ' : ;: :Pli ^PllO \~. OQ-o- 

7. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL mustb.e submitted. Note the ^ ^ , 
attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BI0L0GICAL^MA#RIA12. L;GC8m08i' 2u04 
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1. O Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2. □ Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3. □ Information Disclosure Statements (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08), 

Paper No./Mail Date 

4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 

of Biological Material 
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5. □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6. □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3), Claims. 1 , 3. S - ij. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Drawings 



The drawings have been approved by the examiner. 



EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 



An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be - 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Dennis Smid (Registration Number 34930) on 28 October 2004, 24 November 
2004, 06 December 2004 and voicemail received on 10 December 2004. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Claims 1,3,6-13, 15 and 27 - 35 have been cancelled. 

Claims 16-22 and 36 are pending for examination. 
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Claim 16 has been amended as follows: 

16. A sales activity management method for selling an information processing 
apparatus from an apparatus manufacturer to a user, and selling information contents 
available at the information processing apparatus from the information provider-tOvthe-- oywo..^. 
user, comprising the steps of: f y^^- — ine-in-ton nation r 

managing manufacture of said information processing apparatus;Cand : selling "said ^ stoD* c 
information processing apparatus to a user at the sales price less than manufacturer's 1 mpnnfpc-tur 
desired selling price of said apparatus manufacturer; processing sppss 

providing available information contents at said information processing of.s?id c 

and th e n ; z-.---l:\z:./.^ 

collecting in a provision management terminal a charge based^p^^-lgast 
content sale information according to sales of said information contents provide&ttrssid a pro\ ;g;c. 
user available at said information processing apparatus; and conleni ssia hron nation zee.: 

*ejc> 

- Setee Activity Management Apparatus setting an amount of meiiey to ; '5^emitfe'"d2 ^ inform- 
to said apparatus manufacturer based at least upon said content sales informdioTn-af^'ity Manage 
as collected, by said provision management terminal as compensatiori ^ i nformation ravus manufaciu. 
accord i ng to a for difference between manufacturer's desired selling prttf£®i^^ nv 
sales s e l li ng price of said information processing apparatus. hatween msns tfacturer's' desi 
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After the examiner's amendment, Claim 16 will read as: 

16. A sales activity management method for selling an information processing 

apparatus from an apparatus manufacturer to a user, and selling information contents- . 

available at the information processing apparatus from the information; provider to ;the-^:: ^ ^ - 
user, comprising the steps of: \;\>oy^\3\-^\ oroviccr ;e.o. 

managing manufacture of said information processing apparatusv and^ellihg said r ^ 
information processing apparatus to a user at the sales price less than manufacturer's i^clad ai 
desired selling price of said apparatus manufacturer; ':•['■ - r --: •-• 

providing available information contents at said information processing ~. , ~". 

apparatus; — khiouht ot money 

collecting in a provision management terminal a charge based ^dn-atteastd content gc 
content sale information according to sales of said information contents^pr^ided^saidi-ao se 
user available at said information processing apparatus; and proon^ing sn;wsnis n 

.Sales Activity Management Apparatus setting an amount of money <io ^beiremitted^ <^ic& 
to said apparatus manufacturer based at least upon said content sales information^ leacnss si 
collected by said provision management terminal as compensation fordifferenee; ot ne orSoes 
between manufacturer's desired selling price and actual sales price ofv^l^irtfewationssing-so; 
processing apparatus. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: .".ny nnrnrripiv--. - . 

In claim 16, applicant claims a sales activity management metbod for.selling a ;^:^„ ; Z*. 
information processing apparatus (e.g. satellite TV set-top box) to a user;(e^:viewer)- :on:: for a!-!;;. 
Information provider (e.g. Direct Broadcast Service Company) provides informatiqmulp/'cttnceiMing 
contents to the user at the information processing apparatus. ^y^nV:\&: should be directed i 

Data is collected at said information processing apparatus, and~then,< collecting, a nonvi^ly In 
charge from user based upon at least sale information collected at said informatiom^tc to reach co- 
processing apparatus; and : .^-j. .'.o,^ ^ ; u. 

° Amount of money to be remitted to said apparatus mahufactu rerds:sek baseebiatwne re mis ao 
least upon said content sales information as compensation for difference between-aticr. regarding t 
manufacturer's desired selling price (MSRP) and actual selling price df.saidMMormatibii: hwiriatior. 
processing apparatus (e.g. Direct Broadcast Service Provider sells theid^vibedo* rney \y- 

user at a discounted price). Status inforinaiion for unpubii: 

Prior Art teaches selling an information processing apparatus, managiraginforma-tion about th 

.... , ;V p_ 

manufacture of the processing apparatus, providing available information) x^ateotssattons on access 
information processing apparatus. * Business Center (EBC) at 8GC; 

Prior art does not teach setting an amount of money to be remitted to apparatus 
manufacturer based upon content sales as compensation for difference between 



Application/Control Number; 09/819,210 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3629 

manufacturer's desired selling price and actual selling prince of information processing 
apparatus. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Naresh Vig whose telephone number is 703.305.3372. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30 - 5:00 (Alt Friday off). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Weiss can be reached on 703.308.2702. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Naresh Vig 
November 24, 2004 




